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SUBJECT: BELGIAN COMMUNIST PARTY TAKES A HALF STEP 
AWAY FROM MOSCOW 

REF: BRUSSELS A- 134, JUNE 29, 1977 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY. THE BELGIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (BCP) APPROVED 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


A REPORT TO ITS CENTRAL COMMITTEE JANUARY 21 ON ITS 
PLACE IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT TODAY. 
EXTRACTS OF THE REPORT WERE MADE PUBLIC AND PUBLISHED 
IN THE PARTY DAILY JAN. 26. THE REPORT 

MOVES BCP SOMEWHAT AWAY FROM MOSCOW. END SUMMARY. 

1 . CLAUDE RENARD, YOUNG VICE PRESIDENT OF THE BCP. 
PRESENTED A LENGTHY REPORT TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
JAN. 21. EXTRACTS WERE PUBLISHED IN A SPECIAL SUPPLE- 
MENT TO THE PARTY DAILY. LE DRAPEAU ROUGE, ON JAN. 26. 

WE WILL REPORT ON THE FULL PUBLISHED TEXT AND COMMENT 
ON THE IMPLICATIONS FOR THE BCP BY AIRGRAM. 

REGARDING BCP-SOVIET DIFFERENCES, RENARD'S REPORT 
SAID THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THE BCP TO CARRY 

OUT ITS POLITICAL ACTIVITIES WITHOUT PROVIDING THE 
PARTY MEMBERS AND THE REST OF THE WORKING CLASS WITH 
THE BCP'S OPINION ON THE OBVIOUS LIMITS ON DEMOCRACY 
IN THE USSR AND OTHER "SOCIALIST" COUNTRIES. 

2. AS DESCRIBED IN RENARD'S REPORT, THESE BCP-SOVIET 
DIFFERENCES ARE FOURFOLD (BUT ALL FOCUS ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS): 

(A) THERE IS A CONTINUING TENDENCY IN THE USSR 
TOWARDS CENTRALIZATION OF POWER WHICH GIVES THE 
BUREAUCRACY A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF AUTONOMY. THIS 
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OVER-BUREAUCRATIZATION RESULTS IN LIMITS ON SOCIALIST 
DEMOCRACY AS WELL AS ON INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND CANNOT 
BE EXCUSED AS A STALINIST HERITAGE. 

(B ) THE NEED FOR INCREASED LIBERTIES IN THE USSR 

IS GROWING AND IS PARTICULARLY FELT AMONG INTELLECTUALS. 
A SMALL MINORITY OF THESE INTELLECTUALS HAVE REACTED 
AGAINST BUREAUCRATIC ABUSES, A AHENOMENON WHICH 
HAS RESULTED IN "DISSIDENCE." SUCH LIMITS ON 
DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS ARE SIMPLY INCONCEIVABLE IN BELGIUM 
FOR HISTORICAL AND SOCIO-POLITICAL REASONS. 

(C) SENDING OPPOSITIONISTS TO PSYCHIATRIC 
ASYLUMS IS NOT A LIMITATION ON DEMOCRACY. IT IS 
AN UNDEFENSIBLE ABUSE. 

(D) THE POLICE IN "CERTAIN COUNTRIES" APPEAR 

TO HAVE AUTONOMY AND EVEN EXTEND THEIR POWERS BEYOND 
THE LIMITS OF LAW. LIBERTY IS, HOWEVER, INDIVISIBLE 
AND THE NEED FOR LIBERTY EXISTS EVEN IN SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES. WITHOUT LIBERTY POLITICAL TROUBLES, WHICH 
ARE STILL MINOR THERE, WILL CONTINUE TO GROW. "WE 
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HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN THE CRUEL LESSONS OF 1956 AND 1968." 

3. RENARD SINGLED OUT CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR SPECIFIC 
CRITICISM. HE NOTED THAT THE SITUATION THERE IN 1978 
IS NO LONGER AS IT HAD BEEN IN 1968. HE PRAISED THE 
ECOMONIC AND SOCIAL PROGRESS MADE, BUT NOTED THAT 10 
YEARS AFTER THE MILITARY INTERVENTION, CLOSED TRIALS 
AND TRIALS FOR CRIMES OF OPINION CONTINUED. 

4. RENARD CONCLUDED WITH AN ANALYSIS OF THE LINKAGE 
MADE BY "IMPERIALISM" OF ANTI-SOVIETISM AND ANTI- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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COMMUNISM. HE POSTULATED THAT THE WEST. PARTICULARLY 
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THE U.S. AND THE FRG, USE THE FORMER TO ATTACK 
COMMUNIST GAINS IN WESTERN EUROPE. OLSEN 
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